
Tobacco and Vape Enforcement



1994 Tobacco Control Act

2006 Smoke Free Ontario Act

2008 Ban on retail display of 
tobacco 

2009 Ban on smoking in 
vehicles with < 16 years of age

2015 Smoke free patios and 
playgrounds

2018 Smoke free hospital 
properties 

2021 Updated Ministry of Health 
protocols for tobacco and vaping

Background



Area Smoke-Free Ontario Act 2006/Electronic Cigarettes 
Act 2015 Smoke-Free Ontario Act 2017

Prohibition on School 
Grounds

The property of a school as defined in The Education 
Act.

Addition of public areas within 20m of any point on the 
perimeter of school property.

Addition of electronic cigarette and cannabis use

Prohibition on Playgrounds Children's playgrounds Addition of tobacco, electronic cigarette, and cannabis 
use

Prohibition for Sporting 
Areas

Sporting and spectator areas

Addition of tobacco, electronic cigarette, and cannabis 
use

Public areas within 20m of any point on the perimeter 
of a sporting and spectator area

Prohibition on Recreation 
Centre Property

No provincial regulations, but most municipal recreation 
centers are covered in Smoke-Free Bylaws.

The outdoor grounds of a community recreation facility 
and public areas within 20m of any point on the perimeter 

of the grounds.

Addition of tobacco, electronic cigarette, and cannabis 
use

Prohibition in Restaurant 
and Bar Patios

Restaurant and bar patios Addition of public areas within 9m of any point on the 
perimeter of a restaurant or bar patio.

Addition of tobacco, electronic cigarette, and cannabis 
use

Summary of changes



Ontario Public Health Standards
Provincial Requirement Total in 2023
Annual display and promotion inspection for all tobacco retailers 192

Annual display and promotion inspection for all vapour product retailers 201

Annual licensing approvals for specialty vape stores and tobacconists. 38

Two (2) test shops are conducted annually on each tobacco retailer 384

One test shop is conducted annually for vapour product retailer. 201
Annual inspection of all secondary schools 16
Investigate all complaints of smoking and vaping on public property or 
confined workplaces such as hospitals, creational centres, residential 
care centres etc.

65



What are vapes?
• Propylene Glycol
• Ethylene Glycol
• Glycerol
• Flavoring
• Nicotine
• Other chemicals



Number of Vapour Product Vendors and Tobacco 
Retailers



Youth Test Shopping Data



Secondary Schools

ALL ANNUAL INSPECTIONS 
WERE COMPLETED IN Q1 2023

SECOND INSPECTION 
COMPLETED DUE TO HIGH 

LEVELS OF VAPING REPORTS

5 NOTICES OF VIOLATION AND 3 
TICKETS ISSUED



Display and Promotion Inspections 

Top three infractions:

1. Sell/Offer to sell flavoured vapour product (other than menthol, mint or tobacco) - 11 
infractions

2. Display or permit display of tobacco products in a manner permitting viewing or handling 
prior to purchase – 10 infractions

3. Sell/offer to sell vapour products with nicotine concentration greater than 20mg/ml - 8 
infractions



Notices of Violation and Tickets 



Types of 
calls in 

2023



Message to Parents and Guardians 

• Vaping is on the rise among teenagers and young adults

• Locally: 15% of WDG students surveyed reported vaping in 2022 (WDGPH)

• Provincially: 41% of secondary school students reported purchasing vape 
products from a retail source (OSDUHS, 2021)

• Nationally: 51.9% of youth that vaped in the last month reported purchasing 
from retail source (CTNS, 2022)



www.checkbeforeyouchoose.ca
Email: phi.intake@wdgpublichealth.ca
Phone:1-800-265-7293 ext. 4753.

http://www.checkbeforeyouchoose.ca/










Next steps
• Be Innovative! 

• Streamline complaint and referral processes using our online tools. 
• Check Before You Choose disclosure of enforcement activity 

• Be Collaborative! 
• Joint working groups and more partnership with other local enforcement teams
• Collaboration with local school boards and school administrators

• Data driven!
• Promotion campaign to educate retailers of tobacco and vape products
• E-Learning and diversion program for school administrators and youth
• Target youth test shopping for all tobacco and vape vendors in walking distance from 

schools



Secondary 
schools and 

SVS/Tobacco 
stores



New and emerging: Nicotine Pouches
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